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Pierre Cardin, Maxim’s, famous names, synonymous with luxury, 
which make you dream. However, if we know Pierre Cardin as a 
genius fashion designer and a shrewd businessman, we know less 
that he was also a talent scout, who discovered Gérard Depardieu, 
Coluche, and so many others; that he financed shows (Václav Havel, 
Bob Wilson, Peter Handke), ballets (Beijing Modern Dance Com-
pany), and festivals (lyrical music, theatre, cinema), right up to his 
last breath, with an unflagging enthusiasm, greed, and enthusiasm.

Gérard Chambre knew Pierre Cardin well, who appointed him direc-
tor of the Maxim’s theater (closed on Mondays to diners, but open to 
spectators). It is with humour and tenderness that he recounts here 
a handful of memories gleaned over more than 50 years of artistic 
complicity, in order to draw up an unedited portrait of a generous 
and enthusiastic Pierre Cardin, lover of art in all its forms, a bit of 
playful and facetious character.

Gérard chambre is a French comedian, actor, director, singer and 
composer. In 1967, he met Pierre Cardin by answering an ad to be a 
model. The two men met again a few years later and together they 
staged shows from Aleppo to Beijing, from Avignon to New York, 
from Lacoste to Paris (Espace Cardin, Maxim’s restaurant), sealing 
more than 50 years of unfailing friendship, bubbling with artistic 
creativity.
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